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THE FREEDMEN'S BUREAU BILL.

Velo Message of the President-—Kis
Objections 1o the Bill--Iis Unconsii-
tutionality Asserted.

To the Senate oj:hz United States :

I have examined with care the bill
which originated in the Senate, and has
been passed by the two Houses of Con-
gress, to amend an set entitled **An net
to establish & Bureau for; the gelief of
Freed men ‘and Kufigees, ahd for other
purposes,” Havipg with much regret
comie to the conclusion that it would
not be consistent with the public wel-
fare to give my approval to the inens-
ure, I return the bill to the Senate with
my objections to 'its’ beboming n lnw,

T might call to mind, in advance of these

objections, that there' is no immediate

necessity for the proposed measure.

The act to establish a Bureau for the

reliefof;freedmen and refugees, (which

was approved in the mont of Murch
last, has not yetexpired. It wasthought
sr.rmgent and extensive enough for the

Furposo in view intime of war, Before
t ceases to have effcct, further expe-

rience mdy Esklst to ‘gdide’ us to n wise

conclusion as to the policy to be ndopt-
ed in time of peace.’ I share with Con-
gress the stroogest desire Lo secure to
the freedmen the full enjoyment of their
freedom and their prosperity, and their
entire dndependelice’ and ‘2guality in
mnkiog contructs for their [nbor- but
the bill before me contains pmvlalous
whiecli, in my opinion, are nol warrant-
ed by the Const.tution, and are not well
suited to accomplish the end in view.
The bill pro o estublishy b[} au-
thority of Congress, military jurisdic-
tion over nll parts of ‘the Unitell Stutes
containing refugees and freedmen. 1t
would, {iw nuture, upva with most
force to those parts of the United Stutes
in whichthe  freeddmen most, abonnd,
and it expressly extends the existing
temporary Jjurisdiction of the Freed-
men's Bureau with greatly enlarged
powers over those States in which the
ordinary course of judieinl procecdings
has been interrapted tzﬁ the rebellion.

The source from Awhichi this military

Jjurisdiction is to emnnate is none other

than the President ol thoe United States,

neting through the War Department
and the Cnmmls.‘,iuncrs of the Freed-
men's Burg The agents tocarry out
this mil]tnry jurl!!f.llc onaie to so-
lected either from the urmy or from
civil life. The country is to be divided
into districts and sub-districts, and the
number of salaried agents to be em-
ployed may be equal to the number of
eounties or parishes in all the United

States where freedmen and refugees are

to be fonnd. The subjects over which

this military jurisdiction is to extend in
every part of the United States includes
protection to all employes, agents and.
officers of this Burean in the exercise of
the duties impbsed upon them by the
bill. In ecleven States it is further
toextend over all eases affecting freed-
men and refugées, diseriminnted ngninst
by locul taw, cusiom or prejudice. _In
ose oloven States the bill asubjectsan

whh.a rson who may be, ell redl Wit

deptriving n frecdman’'ofany civil rights
or immunities belonging to whl.lo per-
u,sto Aimprisonment ur fine, or'both;

w thout, ’huwerer (luﬁninF the ‘civil

rights and immunities which are thus

to be securad, to the freedmen by mil-

ftary law. lus military jurisdiction

also extends to nll questions that may
arise respecting 'eoutracts. The ngent

who is thus to exurcma the office of n

militury judge moy; be astrunger en-

tirely ignoraut of L olaws of the pluce,
and exposed to the errors of judgment
to which all men, urg linble, - The axer,
cise of power over which there isno Te-
gul supervision, by so vast g number of
agents ns is contemplated by the bill,

by the very nature of roan, must be. nt-
tended by scts of enprice, iujnatiwuml
pussion,

'he.triala thaving their origin under

this blll are to take place without the

intervention of a jury, and without
any fixed rules of Inw _or ovidence.—

The rules on which offencos are Lo be

‘heard and determined by the numer-

ous ngents are such, rules » m{ regula-

tions us the President through the War

Department, shall preseribe. No pre-

wious presentment is required nor uuy

indictment charging, the commission of

a crime against the laws, but the trinl

ronseh and

tion& The pnnlshment will be not

what the I;w{ doelnrﬁ;, kbm. such “3

court r1.n may, Lthin ropar, an

from *thest * arbitrdry tribunnls there
lles no appeal, no writ of error to any,
af (ho conrts, in which the Conatitution
of the United States vests exclusively,
the ]}udlclul power ‘of the country.—
ethe territory aud, the classes of
actions and offenses that are mnde sub-
ject to this 'measurs are ‘5o exténsive,
the bill itself, should it becoume a law,
will have noliulimtiun in'polnt of time,

,upd will formm of. t.ha permanent
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Large nppropriations would, there ore
be requ red Lo sustain and enforce mil-
itary "jurisdiction in every county or
nrish’ from’ the Poromse to the Rio
Grande.  The condition of our fiseal nf-
fnira'is encouraging, but in' order to
ausl'.nln the present measure of publie
itis ry we practice,
nob ,l.ueroly;_ qnatomary £conoimy, but,
BBV

are ret

In uddlr!un'to the ‘objeetions ‘already
statad, the HNh séélidn of tHe bill pro-
poses. to. take away land from' its for-
er pwners wWithoit apy legn! proeeed-
dngs_being ~had,.: eqnl.mry to llmr.
provision of the Constitution whicli de-
clares that-no person sball be deprived
of 1life, liberty, or . Ilm rty, without
due process of Taw, " It mol appenr
that o partof Lhe 1ands.to which' this
section refers may not be owned: l:f
minors 'or perstns’ of nnsopnd min
‘or, by those - who ‘have been, fuithfal to
all-their! obligations ‘as cltigens of tl:
United States, | 1'1‘ hhy ‘portion of the
tgemta. it is ot
competent for auy authority to.deprive
thiain of it.  If, on the.other:hand, it be

‘found that tha property is liable to con-

fiscation, even then it cannpf be a
printed tothe "hue%m 5 nmﬁ?
tlue process of law. it sholl hiive been

(déelared furfeitéd to the Governrieént.

There is still‘further objection to the
bill on grounds sériously. uﬂeeunF the
clnss of peraons to whom it is designed

to bring relief; it -will tend to keepthe
mind of the freedmen in a ‘state of un-
certuln expeciatlon and  restlesness,
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